
CITY OF CEDAR RAPIDS FLAG REDESIGN PROJECT

Information for 
Designers

THANK YOU for contributing your time and 

skill to the Cedar Rapids flag redesign project. 

Your work will bring the ideas of the entire 

community to life, and have a positive impact for 

years to come. It is important that you read and 

follow this guide before beginning your work in 

order to adhere to the project goals — that the 

design follow the principals of flag design, that it 

be a flag created by and for the community, and 

that the resulting flag will be an appealing and 

unifying symbol of our city. We appreciate your 

expertise in this very important and exciting 

phase of the project!
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Guiding Principals

THE 5 BASIC PRINCIPALS OF FLAG DESIGN  

According to the North American Vexillological Association (NAVA)

EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL FLAGS AND THEIR SYMBOLISM

1. Keep It Simple
The flag should be so simple it can be drawn 
from memory.

2. Use Meaningful Symbolism
The flag’s images, colors, or patterns should relate 
to what it symbolizes.

3. Use 2-3 Basic Colors
Limit the number of colors on the flag to three 
which contrast well and come from the standard 
color set.

4. No Lettering or Seals
Never use writing of any kind or an 
organization’s seal.

5. Be Distinctive  
   or Related

Avoid duplicating other flags, but you 
can use similarities to show connections.

You are encouraged to review the short NAVA publication “Good Flag, Bad Flag” 
for a more thorough explanation of these principals. 

VIEW PUBLICATION

Portland, Oregon’s flag has 
green for forest, blue for rivers 
and yellow for wheat.

Lawrence, Massachusetts’ flag 
has white stripes to represent 
the Spicket, Merrimack and 
Shawsheen Rivers and their 
respective courses.

The Denver, Colorado flag has a 
centered circle representing the 
city’s central location in the state. 
Red represents the color of the 
earth, yellow the gold in the hills, 
and the white zigzag, the state’s 
Native American heritage.

https://nava.org/
http://nava.org/good-flag-bad-flag/
http://nava.org/good-flag-bad-flag/


Community Input

THEMES

Over the course of nearly six months we collected ideas and design concepts from the public. The 
following is a compilation of the common themes, symbols, and colors among the data, along with a 
sample of designs received. This information should inspire your work.

NUMBER OF TIMES REFERENCED
River/Rapids  •  32 

5 Seasons  •  20
Nature/Green Space  •  15
Cedar Trees & “Tree City”  •  12
Renewal/Rising from Flood  •  12
Industry  •  10
4 Quadrants  •  9
Growth  •  9

Unity  •  9
Geography  •  8
Connection to Iowa Flag  •  7
Past/Present/Future  •  6
Rural Areas/Agriculture  •  6
Energy  •  5
Flood  •  5
Infrastructure/Technology  •  5

Connection to Czech/Slovak Heritage   •  4
Evolving & Innovative  •  3
Happiness  •  3
Tranquility  •  3
Connection to US Flag  •  2
Hope  •  2
Pride  •  2
Stability  •  2



Community Input

SYMBOLS

NUMBER OF TIMES REFERENCED

River  •  33 

5 Seasons  •  13
May’s Island  •  11
Stripes  •  11

Tree  •  9
Stars  •  8
Corn  •  7
Waves  •  6

Water  •  5
Sky  •  5
Sun  •  4
Vets Building/Flame  •  4

Parks  •  3
Bridges  •  2
Grain  •  2
Earth/Land  •  2
Skyline  •  2
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Community Input

DESIGN SAMPLES

 

Represents Mays Island because it is 
unique and is at the heart of Cedar 
Rapids. The green polygon in the center 
represents the island, the four-sided 
star represents the 4 quadrants of 
the city and also accurately shows the 
direction Mays Island is positioned if 
shown as a compass. The light blue 
represents the Cedar River flowing 
around the island and the dark blue 
complements the green and light blue 
color scheme.

Green triangles represent cedar pine 
trees, and there are five of them to 
represent the five seasons of Cedar 
Rapids. Blue line represents the Cedar 
River. White background reminds me of 
the overcast skies in the fall and winter 
months. The white background also 
keeps the flag simple and clean, and 
allows the aforementioned details to 
stand out.

May’s Island stands out in the center of 
the Cedar River, which is boxed in by the 
industry and infrastructure of the city. 
The location of the diamond on the flag 
is analogous to the position of the city 
in Iowa.

Midnight navy combines with a 
vibrant deep sky blue to depict the 
continual motion of the Cedar River. 5 
golden stars represent the 5 seasons 
of Cedar Rapids and the city’s 5 star 
commitment to being one of the best 
places in America for residents to live, 
work and play. The contrast between 
the midnight navy and deep sky 
blue also represents the many great 
activities and events that bring people 
together throughout the year taking 
place at both day and night.

The blue represents the Cedar River, 
surrounding May’s Island centered in 
white. Two red stripes represent the 
Sac and Fox tribes as the first to settle 
at the river named for its red cedar 
trees. The diagonal intersection defines 
city quadrants used by Cedar Rapidians 
today. 5 blue stripes represent the “City 
of 5 Seasons.”

Grant Wood, one of the most 
recognizable artists in American history 
lived in Cedar Rapids! Show it off! No 
shame! Let this gothic window fly as the 
new symbol of our fine city!

Below are some of the top designs that were submitted during our community input process.  These 
designs can be used as inspiration, as you focus on designing a flag that represents the most popular 
theme, symbolism and color ideas collected from community input.



Community Input

The gray field is modern, timeless, 
practical and symbolizes strong 
industry. Green represents economic 
growth, prosperity, renewal and 
agriculture. Blue represents stability, 
unity, and imagination. Wave segments 
show progression, movement, and 
symbolizes our past, present and future. 
Waves are a graphic metaphor for the 
Cedar River. Stands for ongoing strength 
and perseverance, ever-evolving.

The blue line represents the Cedar 
River. The center of the city and the 
encompassing factor of the city. The 
5 stars are green, the color of life, 
renewal, and harmony. After the floods 
of 2008, the city renewed itself in 
harmony with the river. The 4 outside 
stars represent the 4 quadrants of the 
city. The center star represents the 5th 
season which joins the other 4 stars 
together in unity.

The colors symbolize American 
freedom and Czech heritage. Five 
distinct shapes represent the City’s 
five seasons. The blue line represents 
the Cedar River winding through the 
City’s center. Angular patterns reflect 
the City’s distinct street grid and a 
convergence of Cedar Rapids pride. 
The red triangles symbolize the City’s 
upward momentum while nodding to 
the Czech flag. The upward momentum 
bursts like a ray of light through the 
river, representing recovery from the 
historic flood of 2008.

The four squares involves the four sides 
of town, and the inclusion of waterways 
and prominent farm ground. Navy 
blue represents the waterways and 
rivers. Green represents the natural, 
abundant land surrounding the 
area. The white structure represents 
rebuilding of the city since recent 
natural disasters. The star represents 
the community and population. The 
heart of the city.

The navy blue of the lower fly & hoist 
represents the river. The mossy/olive 
green are supposed to represent the 
green parks and meadow of the city. 
And the last of these, the star. The 
white is supposed to be marble, while 
the star shows where Cedar Rapids is 
on the map of Iowa.

The flag is divided into three parts 
horizontally: White; barry wavy (a 
heraldry term) of six Blue and White; 
and Green. The White represents snow, 
clouds, sky; the six Blue & White wavy 
lines represents the Cedar River and 
the Rapids in the city’s name, there are 
five crests representing the city of five 
seasons and four troughs representing 
the four sectors the city is divided into. 
The Green represents the fertile green 
land, abundance of trees in the city, 
and the topography of Cedar Rapids 
and the surrounding countryside. The 
White & Green is taken from the Cedar 
Rapids City buses.



Formatting & Submission

DIMENSIONS
The flag should be rectangle in shape with a 
width-to-length ratio of 1:1.5.  

Artwork dimensions should be 6” x 4” at 300 dpi.

QUESTIONS?
Questions may be directed to Maria Johnson at 
ma.johnson@cedar-rapids.org, or 319-286-5055.

FORMAT
Designs should be built in vector format and fully 
editable and scalable. PMS colors are preferred.

SUBMISSION
Please submit your three designs in vector format 
as EPS or AI files, as well as a low-resolution PDF. 

File names should include the designers last name 
and be numbered as follows: 

Please include a description for each design 
explaining the symbolism and inspiration.

4 in.

6 in.

EMAIL DESCRIPTIONS AND FILE ATTACHMENTS TO:  
CityFlag@Cedar-Rapids.org

CRFlag_Lastname_1.pdf

CRFlag_Lastname_2.pdf

CRFlag_Lastname_3.pdf

CRFlag_Lastname_1.ai

CRFlag_Lastname_2.ai

CRFlag_Lastname_3.ai

By participating in this process and submitting designs, you are donating concepts to the City of Cedar 
Rapids. Because this is a community wide collaboration of ideas, individual designers will not receive public 
credit for any final designs. All designs are subject to changes/modifications. No concepts will be copyrighted 
and the final City of Cedar Rapids flag will be open for public use.


